
Foundation and Primary Phase Newsletter 15th April 2021

Dear Parents and Friends of TSPS,

Ramadan Mubarak to all our Sheffield families and friends.  We wish a blessed month 
for those fasting and those not. For those of us, like myself,  who do not necessarily 
celebrate the religious aspect of Ramadan,  this holy month of Ramadan still provides 
an excellent opportunity to reflect on those blessings that we already have and how we 
can gain strength to face the ongoing challenges that remain with us as we work our 
way forward through current struggles amid the ongoing global pandemic.  

I am currently interviewing new staff for August, and a pertinent question I have 
asked to all of them has been how they have managed their own wellbeing during the 
pandemic.  While our own individual circumstances and wellbeing strategies may 
differ, what is clear is that everyone has been affected and has needed to find strength 
and solutions to meet the challenges that they have met.  I am also very aware of the 
difficulties that many of our Sheffield families have faced, and we have been pleased 
in Primary and Foundation Stage to have been able to do our little part in 
accommodating as many parent needs as we can in regard to the education of their 
children during the last two terms. 

On Sunday, we opened our new class in Year 1.  It is now already full with in-school 
students and we have plans to open a further one at the start of next month to allow 
even more Year 1 children to return safely to school. The success of our five new 
classes in FS1 and FS2 has shown the benefits that this provides to both the students’ 
education and in better meeting their parents needs. 

We hope that parents found the End of Spring Term written reports useful in giving an 
overview of the progression and achievement of their  children.  We will be following 
this report up with online 1:1 Zoom meetings with all parents as soon as the Holy 
Month of Ramadan finishes.

This week, some of our fasting students have been challenged to find their feet as they 
settle into new daily routines.  For this reason we have been more lax than normal in 
insisting on full attendance and punctuality in respect to those challenges.  From next 
week, we will though be following through on students who continue to show poor 
attendance or punctuality.  While respecting the fasting process, we are equally 
conscious that studies must not fall behind.

This Summer Term brings with it the Primary school’s summative assessments.  
These will take place in late May/early June and we will be informing students and 
parents well in advance of our expectations.  As always, we advise all parents to refrain 
from withdrawing their child from school until term is fully finished in early July.  The 
challenges students and teachers have faced this year means that curriculum teaching 
will take place in FS and Primary right up to the last day of the Summer Term.  This 
also ensures that you as parents ‘get value for fees’. 

Enjoy reading and seeing what else our students have been doing this week.

David Goodwin  - Vice Principal Primary and Foundation Stage



FS1 
Welcome Back 

Welcome to the Summer 
Term. We hope you had an 

enjoyable Spring Break.   

Literacy 

The children were 
introduced to their new 

topic ‘People who help us’. 
Using the Story ‘My Dad’ 

we discussed how our own 
Dads help us and other 

important roles and 
occupations that help us 

and keep us safe. Using our 
new story we followed our 
talk for writing plan and 

linked actions to 6 key 
words and phrases. 

Phonics

The children were introduced 
to oral blending. Using 

sounds we blended the words 
goat, boat, cat, hat, fish and 

dish. 

Maths

This week the 
children 

returned to 
their subitising 

skills and 
explored 

objects up to 4 
in different 

arrangements.    



FS1 Learning Zones  

In the construction zone we 
have been building  castles 
similar to the sandcastle in 

our new story.

In the investigation zone 
the children have explored 

items linked to occupations 
for our new topic ‘People 

who help us’

In the creative zone 
children have been 

discussing their family life 
and drawing family 

portraits. 

In the role play zone the 
children explored the 

dressing up corner and 
spoke about the roles of the 

people who wear these 
uniforms. E.g.  “The police 

catch bad people”



Ramadan Kareem from 
FS2

In the Roleplay Zone we listened to 
a description of the troll from the 
story The 3 Billy Goats Gruff. We 

used our imaginations and what we 
had heard to create our own trolls 

for the story table. 

In the Creative Zone children tried 
to create a picture of the troll from 

the Fairy Tale, the Three Billy Goats 
Gruff. They talked about how to 

make their picture and had to create 
vocabulary such as bumpy skin, 

scary, big red nose, pointy teeth and 
long nails. They then chose their 
own resources to add texture to 

their pictures.



Year 1

Omar Affan (1A) and Aaliyah (1C) showing off their
crescent moon and star in preparation for the Holy 
month of Ramadan.

Ekansh (1B) doing his 
best astronaut 

impression at home.

Mara (1B) becoming 
‘Bob’ from our new 

book in English ‘Man 
on the Moon.’

Our new topic this term is 
‘Moon Zoom’ here is 

Ismaeel (1E) testing how 
high his rocket can fly!

Tiya (1A), Shafiullah (1C), Varada (1D) and Amaan (1D) 
observing the reaction between an acid and an alkali in 
Science.



Year 1 – Topic Day

Last term we learnt about the continents 
and oceans. We had lots of fun exploring 

different continents in each class. Can 
you guess which continents we were 

looking at?



Year 2

Our amazing 
students in Year 

2 have been 
creating posters 
about the culture 

of their home 
country. They 

also spent time 
creating features 

of Dubai using 
Play-Doh.





Year 3

Children in year 3 have 
been learning part of 

speech with an  
engaging activity, All 
ready to apply their 

learning to their writing 
tasks. 

This week we 
made our 
fictional 

character come 
alive. Its is our 
first step to get 

engaged and 
excited about 
writing and 

crafting our  own 
literary 

creations. 

We love UAE and everything 
about it! Children made 
interesting posters to sum up 
their knowledge about 
different Emirates in the UAE.  



Year 4

Take a look at our fantastic rockets. 
We designed rockets with new 

features and created them in class. 

In our Topic lessons we have been 
getting very excited about our new 

topic Japan and have enjoyed 
discussing all the exciting things 
we are going to be learning about.



Year 5

This week, our chairs quit and we had to write persuasive letters to
convince them to come back. Fortunately, our letters were good
enough and the chairs agreed to go back to work!

We also enjoyed looking at specimens in Topic, as we started our new
project, Minibeasts.



Year 6

Ramadan Kareem

A huge welcome back to all our 
students following the long break. It 

was great to see so many of them 
return this week as we kicked off 

another busy term at TSPS.

In Maths, our focus has 
shifted to analysing 

statistics. 

This week we have been 
learning to create, read 

and interpret data by 
using line graphs.

In Topic, the 
students have 
been learning 
about Inuit art 

and culture. 
Here some of 
our students 

are having a go 
with printing 

by using a 
variety of 

objects and 
paint to create 

patterns.

In Science, the students 
have been learning about 

the importance of 
classification and how it 
is used to sort and group 

living things. The 
students enjoyed creating 

their own unique 
classification keys. 


