
Foundation and Primary Phase Newsletter  24th June 2021

Dear Parents and Friends of TSPS,

We know that the end of term has almost arrived when staff start taking down 
student work from corridor and classroom displays.  As we do so, it reminds us 
of the exemplar work that many students have produced during the year, as 
well as the vibrant learning environment that has been created within school.  

Many school visitors this year, including those from Britus, have commented 
on the visual transformation of the school within the last three terms.  While 
this may seem superficial to some, we all know from our own homes that the 
aesthetics of where we live, work, and play has a huge impact on us 
psychologically.  

Students at Sheffield are inspired, they are eager to learn, and keen to succeed, 
and that mentality is partly generated by them enjoying the space within 
which they work and getting stimulation from it.  It has been a shame that we 
have not been able to fully share with parents what has been taking place 
within classrooms this year due to COVID restrictions.  We look forward 
though to next year when we can hopefully invite parents into school for tours, 
to watch their children learn, and to also participate in parent workshops and 
discussion forums.  Despite the obligation to somewhat keep parents at 
armlength this year, we remain committed as an FS and Primary team to the 
belief that the education of your children is a partnership between you and us, 
and to make that work we need good communication between home and 
school.

Next year, we will be re-introducing a daily communication book for every 
child in FS1 to Year 6.  This will support regular communication between home 
and school.  At the start of each school term we will also send home a 
curriculum overview which will state the main areas of learning in each subject 
that will take place.   We are further hoping that the school will be investing in 
new text books for Mathematics, which will enable parents to see exactly what 
students are studying in their lessons. The road ahead looks communicative!

Parents will have learned through the recent letter sent home, about the 
appointment of our new School Principal, Mr. Roger Hancock.  Mr. Hancock has 
been working closely with myself and the Primary and FS team over the last two 
months as the transition from Mr. Batts to Mr. Hancock has been taking place. The 
FS and Primary Team and I are very confident about next year as we work with Mr. 
Hancock as he leads the school forward in 2021-2022.

Parents in Primary and FS will also have picked up through messages the fact that 
Primary and FS are going to be joining our Secondary colleagues in 2021-2022 to 
become a fully accredited Microsoft School. We are currently in the process of 
moving our internal communications and professional sharing platforms across to 
Microsoft Teams and we will be inviting parents and students to also do that at the 
beginning of next term.  Online learning in Primary will use Microsoft Teams from 
the start 0f next term, and FS will use a combination of Microsoft Teams and 
Tapestry.  While a change from the current use of Schoology and Zoom may seem 
initially frustrating, parents and students will quickly see how easy it is to use 
Microsoft Teams.  The Primary and FS teaching team have already embraced this 
change with enthusiasm, and we had our first training session on its use on Sunday.  
Our new teachers currently based in the British isles were also able to join us online 
for the training. 

Enjoy reading and looking at what else has been going on in our two phases over the 
last week.

David Goodwin  - Vice Principal Primary and Foundation Stage



FS1

Literacy

This week the children were 
introduced to their last story of the 
year: ‘Growing up’. This story will 
be be linked to the children's own 

upcoming transition into FS2.  

Phonics

This week FS1 continued 
their phase 2 phonics 

sounds. We have learnt the 
sounds ck, e and u.

Maths 

This week FS1 were introduced to events 
related to time and asked to put events 

in order according to their day. What do 
you do when you wake up? When can 

you see the moon? When do we eat 
breakfast?

Letter 
formation

FS1 have been 
practicing 

forming their 
letters.This 

week we 
practiced the 

letters d and e.



FS1 Learning Zones  

Investigation:

The children explored times of the day; and 

responded to questions such as:  What do we do 

when we get up in the morning? What do we do 

before we go to bed?

Construction 

The children were provided with different 

materials to build their very own school.

Role play

Children were asked to draw what they want to be 

when they grow up.

Creative 

Children were provided with art and craft 

materials to design their own school uniform.



FS2

In the Investigation zone, the children 
continued to create parachutes for Jack to 

get down the beanstalk!

The children continued to 
imagine what might be at the top 
of the beanstalk! We wrote about 

castles, cakes, an octopus and 
chocolate!

In construction, we 
made toys and props for 

retelling the Jack and 
The Beanstalk Story!



High Performance 
Learning in 
Foundation Stage

The Unicorn class wrote about how they 
made the parachutes for Jack to get down 

the beanstalk! Ronin said “I did need 
help” but he didn’t give up!

Zohaan has 
been exploring 

the creative 
room and chose 
the colours of a 

Jack and the 
Beanstalk scene 

to make a 
picture!

Burhanuddin 
worked in 

collaboration 
with his 

teacher to 
create a Lego 
maze for the 

sphere!

Adam noticed 
a pattern on 
the number 

track with odd 
and even 
numbers!



Year 1

In Maths, we have learnt 
about time and 

sequenced out daily 
routines. 

The children have made 
maps of London Landmarks 

in Topic.

In Science we have been 
investigating everyday 
materials. The children 
built a bridge over the 

River Thames and tested 
its ability to hold 

Paddington Bear's weight.

We celebrated Father’s 
Day this week by making 

cards in PSHE.



In Year 2 Art, the students have been getting creative with pasta. They really enjoyed 
sticking on various pasta shapes to create a portrait of their face.



Year 4

We have enjoyed learning about 
Japanese bullet trains this week and 

creating our own musical 
instruments in our Music lessons.



Over the past few weeks we have been exploring
fairy tales and this week had our first opportunity
to write a whole fairy tale ourself.

This week in Year 5, we have created a story
map of Jack and the Beanstalk and have used our
imagination to make a range of alterations to
help us write out own version.



YEAR 6 Science

In Science this week the 
students revisited some of 

the topics covered this 
academic year. This 

included an experiment on 
factors affecting the 

brightness of a bulb. This 
was an opportunity for the 

students to consolidate 
their learning.

HPL

Blended Learning and Distance 
Learning students collaborating 

together via Zoom. It is great to see 
them share their thoughts and ideas 

on different topics and  subjects. 
Some great discussions took place in 

the lessons this week.

Social Studies

The students enjoyed using 
Minecraft in Social Studies this 

week. They had to make 
buildings that represented the 

Golden Age of Islamic 
civilisation.



High 
Performance 
Learning in 

Primary

This week, during their HPL assembly, Year 3 pupils 

discussed ‘unleashing the power of imagination’. Children 

used the power of imagination to write creatively about 

different scenarios, and also to produce their very own 

abstract artwork. 
In Science lessons, Year 5 students 

have been making links with their 

mathematical knowledge to compare 

statistical data about gestation periods, 

and create their own tables, charts and 

graphs to represent the information.


