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1 Purpose

The TSPS Curriculum Policy has at its core the School’s Guiding Statements, which include the
school’s Vision, Mission and Purpose:

Our Mission

At the Sheffield Private School, we aim to help every student develop academically, socially, and
emotionally, through a high performance learning pedagogy.

Our Purpose
‘Learners of today, leaders of tomorrow’
Our Vision

Our vision is to make The Sheffield Private School the leading affordable British style school in
Dubai. It will be a school that has an inclusive admissions policy that give national and expatriate
students access to a unique, culturally relevant curriculum. The curriculum will have the English
National Curriculum at its core enhanced by an enriching extra-curricular programme which
provides opportunity for every child to have limitless success.

The TSPS Curriculum Policy specifies the curriculum taught and its adaptions to meet the aims of
the school’s Vision, Mission and Purpose

2 Scope

The taught curriculum provided at TSPS is based on the Early Years Foundation Stage
Framework, The English National Curriculum at Key Stages 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 and provides external
assessment at Key Stage 4 and 5 with GCSE, BTEC and A Level examination. This provision aims
to provide all leaving TSPS students with routes to world class universities post 16.

The taught curriculum is adapted to meet the requirements of local and national context and
includes compulsory UAE Ministry of Education subjects.

In addition to above, the school provides an extended co-curriculum that supports students
with particular talents and interests that extend beyond the classroom, as well as equipping
them with the necessary skills and attributes to become competent 215t Century learners and
citizens. A high performance learning pedagogy supports this development.

3 Foundation Stage

The Foundation Stage curriculum complies with the Early Years Foundation Stage
framework. At TSPS this covers students taught in FS1 and FS2.

Learning is achieved through:

e playing and exploring- engagement
e active learning - motivation
e creative and critical thinking- thinking



Prime Areas

) e Managing Self
Personal, Social and

Emotional Development

e Building Relationships

o Self Regulation
e Gross Motor Skills
e Fine Motor Skills

Physical Development

Communication and o Listening, Attention and Understanding
Language . Speaking
Specific Areas
) e Comprehension
Literacy :
e Word Reading
o Writing
e Number
Numeracy

e« Numerical Patterns

¢ Mathematics

e Past and Present

Understanding the World e DPeople, Culture and Communities

e The Natural World
e Creating with Materials

Expressive Arts and Design

e Being Imaginative and Expressive

A Key Stages 1and 2

Key Stage 1 and 2 covers students in Years 1 to 6. In KS1 and 2 we follow the National Curriculum
for England with adaptions to meet the UAE Ministry of Education requirements. The Enrichment
Programme further develops students’ critical thinking, application of subject knowledge and
helps them to acquire life skills for the 21st century.

English

Core subjects Mathematics

Science

Arabic

Computing (ICT)

Social Studies / Moral Education
Languages — French (Year 5 onwards)
Art and Design

Music

Islamic studies/PSHE

Physical Education (PE)

Topic (Geography and History)

Non-core subjects




5 Key Stage 3

Key Stage 3 covers students learning in Years 7, 8 and 9. The curriculum is framed on
the lines of the National Curriculum for England. It essentially builds on the learning in
Key Stage 2 and provides the foundation for Key Stage 4.

There is strong emphasis on developing foundation in all key subject areas.

The subjects taught are:

o English
Mathematics
Arabic
Islamic Studies/PSHE
Science
Social studies
Computing
French
Humanities (Geography & History)
Expressive Arts
Artificial Intelligence
Social Emotional Learning
Physical Education

The Personal Enrichment Programme further develops students’ critical thinking,
application of subject knowledge and helps them to acquire life skills for the 21st
century.

6 Key Stage 4

Key Stage 4 relates to courses studied in Years 10 and 11. Teaching is focused to prepare students
for the IGCSE/GCSE examinations at the end of this key stage. Students will pursue EIGHT IGCSE
courses. Students follow flexible pathways which are designed based on the student needs and
interest.

Three subjects are compulsory and will be taken by all students.

- English

- Mathematics

. Science

Furthermore, they will need to select the remaining five subjects from a diverse range of optional
courses, offering a multitude of potential combinations. The optional subjects offered are
Physics, Biology, Chemistry, Art & Design, Accounting, French, Business Studies, Economics,
Geography, Physical Education, Media, Arabic First Language, Arabic Second Language, ICT,
Computer Science, Psychology, Sociology, History, BTEC Sports, BTEC ICT, and BTEC Business.

All students of Year 10 and 11 are also required to study the following Non IGCSE subjects:

- Arabic (Arabic B upto Year 10 and Arabic A upto Year 11)

- Islamic Studies / PSHE

- Physical Education

. Social Science (Year 10)

. Social Emotional Learning

The Enrichment Programme further develops students’ critical thinking, application of subject
knowledge and helps them to acquire life skills for the 21st century.



The final availability of optional subjects in Years 10 and 11 is annually decided taking into
account any timetabling constraints.

7 Sixth Form

The Sixth Form (Key Stage 5) is the final two years of Secondary schooling during which
students are prepared for their A-level examinations. The first year (Year 12) is AS level
and the next year (Year 13) is A2 level.

TSPS offer a wide range of AS (Advanced Subsidiary) and A (Advanced) level subjects as
well as BTEC level 3 qualifications. A/AS Levels are internationally benchmarked
qualifications providing excellent preparation for university education. Students who
opt for BTEC courses in Year 12 will achieve BTEC National Certificate and in Year 13,
BTEC National Subsidiary Diploma.

AS level subject options may include:

Physics

Chemistry

Biology

Mathematics
Accounting

Business Studies
Economics
Information and Technology
Computer Science
English Language
Media Studies

Art & Design

History

Psychology

Sociology

Politics

Arabic First Language.

A level subject options may include:

Physics
Chemistry
Biology
Mathematics
Accounting
Business Studies
Economics
Information and Technology
Computer Science
English Language
Media Studies
Art & Design
History
Psychology
Sociology
e DPolitics.
BTEC Level 3 courses are offered in:

e Sports
e Business Studies



o ICT

The Enrichment Programme further develops students’ critical thinking, application of subject
knowledge and helps them to acquire life skills for the 21st century.

The final availability of optional subjects in Years 12 and 13 is annually decided taking into
account any timetabling constraints.

8 Responsibilities:

The Head of Primary / Secondary and Subject Leaders are responsible for overseeing and
monitoring the delivery of the continuity and effectiveness of the curriculum through:

e regular formal and informal discussions with staff.
monitoring of planning to ensure curriculum and key skills coverage.
book reviews alongside planning to ensure cross-curricular links are optimized.
observing learning and teaching to ensure progress is being made within the topics.
regular reviews of the curriculum through student discussion and open dialogue
with parents and staff.

All teaching staff are responsible for the planning and delivery of the curriculum on a day - to-
day basis and for making cross-curricular links where appropriate. They plan collaboratively
to ensure clarity and consistency across the year
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