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Welcome 
&

Agenda

❑ Transition into Sixth Form and Sixth Form 

Curriculum- Ms. Amira Awaleh 

❑ Duke of Edinburgh- Mr. Scott Graham

❑ Student Support Services, Career Guidance and 

Future Pathways – Ms. Aadhya Kesavan

❑ Q & A session 



Sixth Form Curriculum

1. What is Sixth Form?
2. Choosing a subject
3. Personalised Enrichment 

Programme 
4. TSPS Sixth Form
5. Sixth Form Experience
6. Overcoming challenges
7. Sixth Form curriculum

Ms Amira Awaleh
Head of Key Stage 5 



Some key questions to think about:

• Why apply to TSPS Sixth Form?

• Which subjects to apply for?

• What are the entry requirements?

• What is the admission procedure?



What is Sixth Form & its Entry 
Requirements? 



The Sixth Form at TSPS 

POST 16 (SIXTH FORM)

AS LEVEL

YEAR 12

A2 LEVEL

YEAR 13



• The Post-16 education is the study of A-Levels, which are 
used as a form of preparation for admission into 
university.

• Students generally study three or four subjects to A-Level 
relevant to their chosen degree subject.

• AS Level results range from A – E and are awarded by 
external examination bodies. 

• AS Level exams are taken at the end of Year 12, while A2 
level exams are taken at the end of Year 13.



Admission Entry Requirement

• Take a minimum of FOUR subjects at AS/BTEC Level. 

• Achieve a minimum of five 9 to 6 grades at IGCSE and 

minimum of a 6 in four subjects selected to study for AS 

Level.

• It is mandatory to get a 6 for Maths and English in IGCSE. 



Admission Entry Requirement
• Attendance 

• Good record of behaviour and conduct.

• Participation in school activities.

• Any subjects undertaken at AS Level/BTEC will require 

you to complete the course to the end of the academic 

year. 

• All students must follow the uniform code, which will 

be outlined when a place is offered.



What subject should I choose ?



Choosing a subject 

▪Where do you want to be in 5 years time? 10 years?

▪What sort of a person do you want to be? 

▪What are your interests now? Your beliefs? 

▪What are your strengths? 

▪Who are you influenced by? 



AS Level Qualifications

• TSPS offers a wide range of AS Level qualifications, accredited 

by Cambridge Assessment International Exams (CAIE)  the 

Edexcel and AQA examination boards.

• TSPS Sixth Form now offers a range of BTEC qualifications 

from the UK Pearson Exam Board. These are coursework based 

routes to gaining Y12/13 level qualifications in many subjects.



Some tips for making good choices

When considering option choices students should try to 

balance the following factors –

➢ Interest and Enjoyment 

➢ Ability and progress

➢ Sensible combination  



A Level Subjects Required for Degree Courses.
Subject Essential Qualifications Useful/Desirable Qualifications

Architecture Art/One Science Art; Mathematics, Physics 

Business Studies None/Mathematics [some courses] Business Studies, Economics, 
Mathematics

Computing Mathematics Computer Science ; Physics; Applied IT 

Dentistry Chemistry; Biology; Physics Mathematics 

Engineering (General) Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry* Further Mathematics; Applied IT , Computer 
Science 

Environmental
Science

Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, 
Physics 

Science subject, Mathematics,
Environmental Studies

Economics Economics and Mathematics; Further Mathematics;  Applied IT , Computer 
Science, Business , Accounting 

Pharmacy Chemistry and Biology, Mathematics or
Physics Biology; Mathematics; Physics

Psychology Biology, Chemistry, Psychology Biology; Mathematics; Psychology; 
Sociology.

Veterinary Science Chemistry, Biology and either Mathematics 
or Physics Further Mathematics



Subject Survey/ Blocks 

Block 1 Block 2 Block 3 Block 4 Block 5

Physics Chemistry Biology Maths

Statistics

Maths

Mechanics

Accounting* Business

Studies

Computer

Science

Information

Technology

Psychology

Media English 

Language
History Sociology Economics

Politics* BTEC IT BTEC Business BTEC Sports Art & Design*

Percentage of students completed the survey – 96%
(70/73)

*Incase the number of students opting for a course falls short of the 

number decided by the school, that course will not be offered.



Subject Survey/ Blocks 

Subjects like English Literature and BTEC Applied Science are removed from the

options block because the no: of students selected is below 5.



BTEC Qualifications



Compulsory subjects

• Islamic studies or PSHE (for non-Muslims)

• All Arabic students must take Arabic.

• SEL- Once a week

• Personalised Enrichment Programme



SEL



Linear and Modular Qualification

Linear – Media & Art  ( board exam will be in year 13, AS 

exams will not carry over) 

Modular – All other qualifications 



Examination Boards
Edexcel Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, 

Physics, Psychology, Economics, 

Business Studies, History, Politics, 

English Language, Art & Design.

AQA Media Studies, Computer Science.

CAIE Information Technology, & Sociology 



Useful Website to research on Career choices 

❑ UK university Application System – www.ucas.com

❑ British Qualifications required to study in USA – US-UK Fulbright Commission | 

Funding for US-UK exchange | EducationUSA advice for British students

❑ Career Wales website (a comprehensive career site) – www.careerswales.com

❑ Higher Education Option in Europe-Welcome to Study in Europe | Education and 

Training (europa.eu)

❑ Choosing subjects- https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/my-career-options

❑ Choosing subjects - https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/your-

choices-at-14

http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.fulbright.org.uk/
http://www.fulbright.org.uk/
http://www.careerswales.com/
https://ec.europa.eu/education/study-in-europe/
https://ec.europa.eu/education/study-in-europe/
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/my-career-options
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/your-choices-at-14
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/your-choices-at-14


Year 11 Transition Programme  -
Stage 1 – Assembly on entry requirements to sixth form. (Jan 27)

Stage 2 –Option month December 2024- January 2025), students will be exposed to a series of

taster sessions on options and upcoming career fields so that they can embark on a career

exploration journey and make important decision in choosing A level subjects.

Stage 3 – Subject preference survey (January 2025)

Stage 4 – Career aptitude test – Mandatory - free (February 2025)

Stage 5- Sixth Form Orientation Day -Parents and Students (February 2025)

Stage 6 – Subject Option block release (March 2025)

Stage 7 – Individual one to one meeting for deciding the final subject option with Parents and

students. (March 2025)

Stage 8 - Final confirmation of subject options email to all Year 11 students and Parents.

Transition Booklets Release (April 2025).



Transition 
booklets



TSPS Sixth Form

Academic 
Curriculum

Academic 
Enrichment

Extra 
Curricular

Community 
Service

Careers & 
Life Skills



Sixth Form Experience

▪ Sixth Form Contract

▪ Contact time 

▪ Non-contact , independent study time 

▪ Formative assessments

▪ Summative assessments 

▪ Work experience to build portfolio

▪ Collecting necessary documents

▪ Applying in universities

▪ Final exams 

▪ Taking part in competition

▪ Community services; food, 

clothes collection and 

donation

▪ Organizing events with 

subject teachers

▪ Leading events

▪ Peer mentoring programme

▪ Internal internships etc



Personalised Enrichment
Programme



Academic Extra-curricular Enrichment&

❖ Form Time Activities
❖ ASA's
❖ PEP classes
❖ Student led Assemblies
❖ Theme Days
❖ Internal & External 

Competitions
❖ TEDx
❖ Model United Nations

❖ Subject Weeks
❖ Exhibitions
❖ Educational Field Trips
❖ Sporting Fixtures
❖ Fun Trips
❖ Wellbeing Activities
❖ Environmental Activities
❖ Duke of Edinburgh
❖ Student Portfolio



Enrichment – Improves personal statements

Enrichment activities and opportunities provided are devoted to
individuals’ self-development and enhancement of skill-set alongside
those pertaining to academic studies.

These experiences enables students to include the skills gained in
their personal statements for university or in applications for
employment.

There is something for everyone and students are encouraged to get
involved. Participation in these activities will build confidence and
enable students to gain transferable skills both for higher education
and employment.



ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT

Year 13 Science Trip 
to WETEX

Emirates Academy of 
Hospitality Management

Interschool 
ByjuSTEM

Competition

Educational Trip to 
Wollongong

Educational Trip to 
Birmingham

Lessons



EXTRA CURRICULAR 
Duke of Edinburgh

COMPETITIONS

Student Leadership

SportsASA



COMMUNITY SERVICE



CAREERS & LIFE SKILLS

Careers Talk 

1-1 CAREER 
COUNSELLING SESSION

Diagnostic Tests – IELTS & SAT

WORKSHOP-How To Write a 
Personal Statement for US and 

UK

CAREER FAIRS

CAREER 
MAPPING

Y13 – Mock Interviews



Career 
Guidance



Form Activities



Environmental
Initiatives



EXAMINATION



ASSESSMENT

Reporting:

• Autumn Term Reports: These reports include term grades, subject and form tutor 
comments.

• Autumn Term Grades: Comprising 20% formative assessments and 80% summative 
assessments, these grades are a significant part of the reporting process. 

• Spring Term Reports: Similar to autumn term reports, these also include term grades, 
subject comments and form tutor comments.

• Spring Term Grades: Comprising 20% formative assessments and 80% summative 
assessments, these grades are a significant part of the reporting process. 



AS and A LEVEL GRADING SCALE



Awards 



Outstanding 
Pearson 

Learners Award 
May/June 2024









ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE



Amazing Principal 2024



Our school has been honoured with the prestigious title of "Best School 2023 - IGCSE, AS, and A 

Level" at the 4th International Middle East Education Awards 2023!

BEST SCHOOL 2023



Our school has been honoured with 

the prestigious title of "Best School 

2024 - IGCSE, AS, and A Level" at 

the 5th International Middle East 

Education Awards 2024!

BEST SCHOOL 2024



Challenges in Sixth Form

▪ Building on IGCSE

▪ Greater independence 

▪ More responsibility 

▪ Building of portfolio

▪ Applying to universities



Overcoming these challenges
Study periods and time management

The workload increases dramatically from iGCSE to A level
and students need to have a practical approach to their
learning.

Good organisation is crucial, as is the ability to work
independently, whilst seeking advice from teaching staff.

Making the best use of time, both in and out of school, is
part of the Post 16 learning curve. A level courses require
students to work substantially beyond lessons.

As a general guide, students should be studying 3-4 hours
per day beyond their lessons, either in school or at home.



Student Portfolio



Student Portfolio



Mental Health 
Journal



Summary- Sixth Form Curriculum- Why TSPS
• Individualised Vocational Education

• Focused Independent Learning

• Skill Based Learning

• Community Outreach Programme

• Leadership Training

• Career Guidance Programme

• Work Experience

• Collaboration through Digital Platform

• Duke of Edinburgh Award 



Our Aim –

To have a fully inclusive Sixth Form where every student is 

supported, given the opportunity to achieve their full 

potential and be the best that they can be.



Thank you for listening

We aim to provide our students with the
opportunities and encouragement they
need to reach their full potential.

We want to prepare them for life beyond school,
ensuring that they leave us as well-rounded,
confident and reflective individuals, well-
prepared for the challenges ahead.



Duke of Edinburgh

Mr. Scott Graham
Duke of Edinburgh Co-Ordinator



Duke of Edinburgh



Student Support Services, Career Guidance 

and Future Pathways

1. Psychometric test
2. Career Mapping
3. Undergraduate courses 

our students got accepted
4. Universities our students 

got accepted
Dr. Aadhya Kesavan
Careers Counsellor



Is there a difference between:
Think back to when you were choosing your own 

school subjects. What was the key factor that 
influenced your decision? Was it your passion, 

parental guidance, job prospects, or something 
else?



What should we look into now when 
guiding them in subject selection?

Interest, Skills, Career opportunities



Psychometric test

A psychometric test is used to assess a candidate's cognitive 
ability and their personality. From a candidate's response 
psychometric testing can predict valuable insights such as job 
performance, competence, and motivations. There are two 
general types of psychometric tests: ability tests and personality 
tests.

Psychometric tests help students to get to know their
strengths and weaknesses better. Through a set of simple
questions or queries, psychometric tests try to understand an
individual’s capabilities. These questions are designed to
interpret the student’s physical and cognitive state and their
conditioning.



Individual one to one meeting with parent and student

Year 11 Academic performance
CAT4 Score
Psychometric report
Teacher report



University Search Tips:
•Use filters (location, course, cost) to narrow options.

• Review admission requirements and align them with 
current academic progress.

BridgeU
An online platform for students to explore 
subject options, plan career paths, and 
identify suitable universities worldwide.

Tools for academic preferences, university 
searches, and career insights

Let’s do a demo





Career Mapping
Desired career  …………

What qualifications are needed? 
(Higher education/ undergraduate/ postgraduate courses) 

What are the pre-requisites in order to achieve the above?

What will be the Post 16 requirements/ curriculum (Academic & Non-
Academic)?

Subjects in A level Target grades  Extracurricular 
requirements   

Deciding factors as per the current Higher Education  requirements 



Example -Career Mapping

Mechanical Engineer  …………

Undergraduate Programme
(Bachelors in Mechanical Engineering) 

Maxi- 4 A  levels / Mini – 3 A levels/ COP/ Work Experience 

Physics/ Maths (Mandatory) /Chemistry/  Biology/ Computer Science (desired subject)/ EA  

Subjects in A level Target grades  Extracurricular 
requirements   

Deciding Factors as per the current Higher Education  requirements 







Be ready for a world 
of opportunities.

Understand the Differences:
One of the first steps in adapting to A-level studies is to grasp the
fundamental differences between GCSE and A-level. A-levels are more
advanced, demanding a higher level of critical thinking, independent
study, and self-motivation. They delve deeper into subjects, offering
greater specialization and requiring more comprehensive knowledge. A-
levels typically have fewer subjects with greater depth, allowing students
to explore their chosen areas of interest in detail.

Choose Your Subjects Wisely:
Selecting the right subjects at A-level is crucial. Consider your interests, future aspirations, and the requirements of your 
desired university course or career path. Research various subject combinations and seek advice from teachers, parents, 
or career counselors to make an informed decision. Remember, A-levels require dedication and enthusiasm, so choose 
subjects you genuinely enjoy and excel in.

Engage in Extra-Curricular Activities:
A-level studies should not be solely about academics. Engaging in extra-curricular activities helps develop a well-rounded 
personality, enhances your university applications, and provides a healthy balance to your academic life. Join clubs, 
societies, or sports teams, pursue hobbies, volunteer, or take on part-time work. These experiences foster personal 
growth, build valuable skills, and create a sense of community.

Stay Motivated and Resilient:
A-levels can be challenging at times, but maintaining a positive mindset, staying motivated, and being resilient are crucial to
your success. Set achievable goals, celebrate small victories, and learn from setbacks. Surround yourself with a support 
network of friends and family who encourage and inspire you. Remember that hard work, perseverance, and a growth 
mindset are key to overcoming obstacles and achieving your goals.



Q & A 
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