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The Louvre: Heist of the Century
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The Louvre Museum is a national art
museum in Paris, France and is
regarded as one of the most famous
museums in the world. They have a
wide variety of pieces from artworks
from the renaissance to artifacts like
statues and jewelry. Some of the
most famous pieces in the Louvre
are the Mona Lisa by Leonardo Da
The Raft of Medusa by
Théodore Géricault, and Venus de

Vinci,

Milo. It was originally built as a
fortress in the 12th century, but it
became one of residences for the
French Royal Family. It was later
turned into a renaissance palace in
the 16th century by Francis I.

After the French Revolution, the
National Assembly pronounced The
Louvre as a museum in 1793 with
537 paintings.

At the end of Napoleon's rule in
1814, 5000
returned to their original counftries.
7500
with displays

almost paintings

Currently, there are over
paintings shown,
spanning around 15 acres of land.
On October 19th, 9:30 AM local time,
when people started to come into
the museum, the four suspects
arrived with a vehicle with a lift to
access the Gallery of Apollo (Galerie
d'Apollo) from a balcony near the
seine river. Two of them got inside by
using power tools to cut through the
window and threatened the guards,
who then evacuated. They then stole
around 88 million Euros worth of
Napoleonic jewelry (around 377
million AED). The French police
reported that the thieves were inside
for 4 minutes before escaping on
two scooters at 9:38 AM.
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After this incident, many raised concerns about the security of the Louvre. Many people are
shocked as to how thieves were able to steal jewels worth millions of Euros in broad daylight
while the museum was open to the public. Some even speculate that the reason the thieves
decided to steal from the Louvre is because a typical jewelry store like Cartier or Swarovski
has more security than the Louvre. |t was also reported that there were no cameras on the
balcony where the thieves gained access, which explains how they were able to infiltrate the
room unseen. Three days after the heist, the Louvre’s director, Laurence de Cars, admitted
the inadequate security camera coverage near the balcony. The only camera thatwas in the
area pointed westward, not facing the balcony. However when the burglary happened, the
alarms were functioning and went off. On the 25th of October, two suspects were arrested
over the theft of the jewels. One of them was taken into custody while preparing for a flight
at the Charles de Gaulle airport in Paris.

Many say that this is the "heist of the century,” mainly because of how easy it was for the
thieves to gain access to jewels worth millions from one of the most visited, and supposedly
highly secured museums. But one of the biggest issues from this is that artifacts from one of
the most famous and influential periods of history. Some of these pieces included a tiara
from a jewelry set belonging to Queen Marie-Amilie and Queen Hortense, an emerald
necklace set belonging to Empress Marie-Louise, and a large brooch belonging to Empress
Euginie. Artifacts from history tell us how people of all classes lived their lives: their quality
of life and what they deemed as beautiful. These jewels tell us how much the aristocracy of
France at the time prioritized wealth and material displays. They also show intricate cuts
and designs that were in fashion at the time. Many say that the thieves were planning to
melt down the jewels so they could sell them, because selling them as they were was a
federal crime. This would've erased a large part of human history, leaving future
generations unaware of the beauty of the past.

The justice minister, Gérald Darmanin said to the Guardian, “What is certain is that we have
failed, since people were able to park a furniture hoist in the middle of Paris, get people up it
in several minutes to grab priceless jewels, and give France a terrible image.” The ripples
caused by this event will most likely continue to linger in our history as one of the biggest
failures to history. And while two of the suspects have been arrested, it still isn't certain that
they have the correct people. Additionally, the jewels still haven’t been recovered as of
October 28th, and two of the other thieves are sftill loose. Authorities aren‘t sure what the
current status of the jewels is, but people believe they may melt down the jewels to resell
them, their future doesn’t seem hopeful. However, many people still have hope that DNA
testing, or any future evidence will come forward to track the criminals and bring the jewels
back into custody unharmed. One thing is for certain, this event is rewriting how seriously
museums must take their security.
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