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A stepping stone for Latin music and p

During the 68th annual Grammy Awards, one artist took the internet by storm. Bad
Bunny, Benito Antonio Martinez Ocasio, a Puerto Rican singer/rapper received the
highest award one can achieve in the event - the Album of the Year award, for DeBi
TiRAR MdS FOToS, his sixth studio album. Not only did he achieve this, he went on to

receive the second and third highest ranked awards too (Record of the Year and Song
of the Year respectively)!

While the award ceremony is regarded by the masses as a glorified popularity
contest, it gave Benito a platform to not only distribute his music, but to spread
awareness on the diversity and creativity within the Latin music industry. As the first
Latin artist to win Album of the Year with an enftirely Spanish record, Bad Bunny
paved a new path for Latin artists in the Grammy award ceremonies.

The awards have a history of ‘exclusivity’ as there are two organisations that award
them. The Recording Company (for English Grammy awards) and The Latin
Recording Company, which as the name suggests, is solely for Latin-American or
Spanish music. The latter company was established due to a boom in Latin music in

the 90s. The sheer volume of Latin music after this period was deemed too large to be
included in the main event.
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